
The India–China Wing in December 1943
Text excerpts from the official Army Air Forces history; unit context, not an individual award record.

December 1943 tonnage — printed page127
In August the total Hump tonnage, including that carried by the civilian crews, was a thousand tons greater
than in July. The July goal of 7,000 tons was finally reached and passed, three months later, in October. In
December all records were broken. By the 18th of the month the November record had been equaled; on the
26th the 10,000-ton objective was reached; and by the end of the month the India-China Wing reported 12,590
(net) tons delivered to China bases. 46 One can well understand the rejoicing with which Washington greeted
these glad tidings from India, for General George could now relax in the confidence that General Arnold was in
a position to convey to the White House news it had long insisted upon receiving.

Presidential citation — printed page131
As weekly reports from the Hump indicated that the December record would exceed all commitments, 
enthusiasm mounted. On 27 December Stratemeyer recommended that the wing be cited in War Department 
general orders. The next day the President himself directed the citation of the wing and sent his personal 
thanks to every officer and man concerned. Colonel Hardin, who received chief credit from General George, 
was ordered back to the United States for a month's leave and was quickly promoted to brigadier general. At 
the Pentagon, on 29 January, he accepted the presidential citation, formally presented to him as 
representative of the wing by General Arnold. 55
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